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OBSERVATIONS ON AN ETHNIC CLASSIFICATION OF
IDIOTS.

By J. LANGDON H. DOWN, M.D,, Loxo.

Trosz who have given any attention to congenital mental lesions,
must have been frequently puzzled how to arrange, in any satisfactory
way, the different classes of this defect which may have come under
their observation. Nor will the difficulty be lessened by an appeal
to what has been written on the subject. The systems of classifica-
tion are generally so vague and artificial, that, not only do they assist
but feebly, in any mental arrangement of the phenomena which are
presented, but they completely fail in exerting any practical influence
on the subject. E

The medical practitioner who may be consulted in any given case,
has, perhaps in a very early condition of the child’s life, to give an
opinion on points of vital importance as to the present condition and

- probable fatare of the little one. Moreover, he may-be pressed as-
to the question, whether the supposed defect dates from any cause
subsequent to the birth or not. Has the nurse dosed the child with
opium? Has the little one met with any accident? Has the instru.
mental interference which maternal safety demanded, been the cause
of what seems to the anxious parents, a vacant fatare? Can it be
that when away from the family attendant the calomel powders were
judiciously prescribed? Can, in fact, the strange anomalics which
the child presents, be attributed to the numerous causes which
maternal solicitude conjures to the imagination, in order to account

for a condition, for which any cause is sought, rather than hereditary
82
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ARAB CENTER FOR AUTHORSHIP AND TRANSLATION
OF HEALTH SCIENCE

The Arab Center for Authorship and Translation of Health Science
(ACMLS) is an Arab regional organization established in 1980 and
derived from the Council of Arab Ministers of Public Health, the Arab
League and its permanent headquarters is in Kuwait.

ACMLS has the following objectives:

- Provision of scientific & practical methods for teaching the
medical sciences in the Arab World.

- Exchange of knowledge, sciences, information and researches
between Arab and other cultures in all medical health fields.

- Promotion & encouragement of authorship and translation in
Arabic language in the fields of health sciences.

- The issuing of periodicals, medical literature and the main tools
for building the Arabic medical information infrastructure.

- Surveying, collecting, organizing of Arabic medical literature to
build a current bibliographic data base.

- Translation of medical researches into Arabic Language.

- Building of Arabic medical curricula to serve medical and science
Institutions and Colleges.

ACMLS consists of a board of trustees supervising ACMLS
general secretariate and its four main departments. ACMLS is concerned
with preparing integrated plans for Arab authorship & translation
in medical fields, such as directories, encyclopeadias, dictionaries,
essential surveys, aimed at building the Arab medical information
infrastructure.

ACMLS is responsible for disseminating the main information
services for the Arab medical literature.
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